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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

COMOX VALLEY ART GALLERY 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 

 

1. Approval of Agenda 
2. Approval of Minutes – April 9, 2016 
3. Business Arising 
4. New Business 
5. Reports – President 
6. Reports - Executive Director, Curator, Shop Manager 
7. Financial Report - Treasurer 
8. Motion: to approve Stuart Barry as the Accountant for the 2017 fiscal year.  
9. Election of Board Members  

Board Members completing their term: 
Roger Albert, Nicole Crouch, Bruce Curtis, Karver Everson, John 
Heintz, David Maclean, Jason Nemeth, Linda Perron, Renee 
Poisson, Tom Severson 

 Board Members nominated for a new two-year term: 
Jasmin Badrin, Carolyn Kirk-Albert, John Powell  
*No additional nominations received 

10. Announcements 
11. Adjournment 
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MINUTES 
Annual General Meeting 
Comox Valley Art Gallery  
Saturday, April 9, 2016 at the Comox Valley Art Gallery  
 
Comox Valley Art Gallery 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Saturday, April 9, 2016 at the Comox Valley Art Gallery 
Call to order at 10:30 am  

Board President John Powell presided. Secretary Carolyn Kirk-Albert took minutes. We met 
quorum, with 40 members registered. John acknowledged that we are on the traditional territory 
of the K’ómoks First Nation. He welcomed everyone on behalf of the Board to the AGM. 

1) Motion to approve Agenda 
Moved: David Mclean; Seconded: Pam Munro; Carried 

2) Motion to approve Minutes of previous AGM, April 11, 2015 
Moved: Bruce Curtis; Seconded: Medwyn McConachy; Carried 

3) Reports (For complete reports please see Annual Report 2015) 
a. President’s Report – John Powell, President 
John thanked former Board Chair, Lee White, for his dedication to the Gallery and wished him 
well. He also acknowledged Randy Wiwchar, former director of Culture and Recreation for the City 
of Courtenay, for his support of the gallery through the years, and his pivotal role in the Gallery’s 
relocation to the firehall. John recognized and thanked the Board Members that will not be 
returning for their hard work and dedication: Elizabeth Russell, Catherine Quinn, Ed Varney, and 
Carrie Tennant. He reported that it has been a busy and productive year at the Gallery. Our 
financial statements reflect that the Gallery continues to operate a tight fiscal ship. He also 
acknowledged and thanked the staff and volunteers for their ongoing exemplary work. 

Motion: To accept the President’s report as submitted. Moved: Jason Nemeth; Seconded: 
Meaghan Cursons; Carried 

Bylaw Amendment: 
Be it resolved that the Bylaws of the Comox Valley Art Gallery be amended as follows: Section 111 
(Membership) Article 1, which currently reads: “The term of membership shall be from the date of 
issue of the membership card until Dec. 31 of the year it is was issued” shall be removed and 
replaced with the following: “The term of membership shall be one year from the date of issue of 
the membership card”. 

Moved: Meaghan Cursons; Seconded: Pam Munroe; Carried 
b. Staff report  
Executive Director Sharon Karsten opened by acknowledging the dedication and hard work of the 
CVAG Team: staff and volunteers. She went on to inform the membership of: 

• the revised Strategic Plan  
• the movement towards sustainable artistic and cultural vitality 
• new branding of the Gallery that extends to web, print, and digital materials 
• the number and type of shows that were presented throughout 2015 
• the Permanent Collection 
• the continued success of the CVAG shop 
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Shop Manager Rhonda Burden reported that the shop is doing very well in spite of the economic 
downturn. She told the membership that we have a strong community based following as well as a 
healthy out-of-town patronage. 
Curator/Program Director Angela Somerset reviewed the past years’ programming. She emphasized 
the many partnerships that have been developed over the past year. Her presentation included a 
slide-show of the incredible and varied shows that were held throughout the year. 
Community Engagement Director Glen Sanford informed the membership of the revised Strategic 
Plan that is built on continued feedback from the CVAG Community. The revised plan will be 
available in the next few weeks once it is reviewed by the incoming Board of Governors. 

Motion to accept the Staff Report. Moved: Jason Nemeth; Seconded: David Maclean; Carried 
c. Financial Report – Jasmin Badrin, Treasurer 
Jasmin reported that the Gallery is doing well. Thanks to the success of our fundraising 
endeavours, the money from Service Canada for the Youth Media Project, and the continued strong 
support from the City of Courtenay. Shop sales are steady.  

Motion: To accept the Financial Report. Moved: Meaghan Cursons; Seconded: Heili Garcia; 
Carried 

4) Motion to appoint Stuart Barry as the Accountant for 2016 fiscal year 
Moved: Roger Albert; Seconded: Kirsten Humphries; Carried 

5)  Nomination Committee Report 
President John Powell thanked and acknowledged departing and continuing board members. He 
reported: 
Three board members are completing their two-year terms: Jasmin Badrin (Treasurer), Carolyn 
Kirk-Albert (Secretary), John Powell (President) 
Seven people are nominated for a new two-year term: Nicole Crouch, Bruce Curtis, Karver 
Everson, John Heintz, David Mclean (Vice President), Jason Nemeth, Renee Poisson 

Motion: Acceptance of the nominees for two-year term positions. Moved: Bruce Curtis; 
Seconded: George Littlechild; Carried 

a. Three new board members were nominated from the floor: Roger Albert, Linda Perron, Tom 
Severson. All nominees accepted. 

Motion: To accept nominees from the floor. Moved: Jason Nemeth; Seconded: Medwyn 
McConachy; Carried. 

6)  Announcements 
Community Engagement Director reported that after the AGM there will be a presentation of the 
annual Nonny Milne Award. This year’s recipient is photographer Karen McKinnon. 

7) Motion to adjourn Moved: Pam Munroe; Seconded: David Maclean; Carried 
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President’s Report 
 
This past year once again has been a year of growth for the Comox Valley Art Gallery. Much has 
happened and there has been a great deal of change. Time marches on and we find ourselves once 
more at our Annual General Meeting. 
 
There have been considerable efforts and positive work in building relationships. 
 
Our interactions with the City of Courtenay have grown stronger. This past year among other meetings 
we have visited the Council’s chambers and spoke about the good work that we are undertaking here 
at the Gallery. 
 
We have had an excellent opportunity to know the faces which make up our Courtenay Council – I must 
say that I am exceedingly grateful to have had such a great board representation in attendance on 
both these occasions. 
 
In addition we have had opportunities to make presentations and build on our relationship with the 
K’ómoks First Nation. At this time K’ómoks is undergoing change in leadership and they have two new 
councillors and two from the last council. In the very near future there will need to be attention paid 
to re-establishing and re-committing to this important relationship. 
 
I would also like to recognize the fact that for the past few years we have had the opportunity to have: 
a student of art, a young person and a K’ómoks band member, all-in-one in the form of Karver Everson.  
 
It has really been a wonderful addition to our board and one I hope that the Gallery and its audience 
will strive to maintain. 
 
I am very pleased to have had the opportunity to work with the Comox Valley art Gallery over the past 
five years in the capacity of Board Member, Co-Vice President and in the last short while as the 
President.  
 
My other work takes me away far to often to maintain my position as president and so I have decided 
to step aside and allow someone who has more time to assume the President’s role.  
 
I thank you for the fantastic opportunity to support art in our beautiful Valley and look forward to 
continuing to do so as a regular Board Member if you all decide to re-elect me. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
John Powell 
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2016 GALLERY STAFF REPORT:  
‘ARTS-BASED INQUIRY’ IN-ACTION 
  
Before beginning, we must acknowledge the many contributions that have been made this past year by 
our phenomenal team of volunteers – a group whose passion for the arts is at the heart of our work at 
the Comox Valley Art Gallery, and whose dedication to the organization enables us to move forward. 
Our Volunteer Team contributes in so many ways – as members of our Board of Directors, helpers with 
outreach programs, installers of exhibitions, customer service providers in our Gallery Shop, 
builders/manipulators of space, and as advocates out in the wider community. We are so grateful for 
the time and energy you have invested in CVAG over this past year – we couldn’t do it without you! 
 
We also would like to thank the student interns, part time staff and contractors who have worked 
tirelessly this past year to help us move forward in accomplishing our strategic plan and vision. 
This team contributes to a dynamic and growing organization that is making change in the Comox 
Valley through the development of meaningful art experiences. We are so pleased and proud to be 
working with you. 
 
2016 Overview  
Highlights of 2016 include the birth and development of programs that allowed us to test out the 
Gallery’s role as a space for ‘Arts Based Inquiry’ (ABI). Key programs include – Creative Residencies, 
Publications and Internships/Mentorships.  In developing these, the Gallery realized substantial 
synergies between them. We also witnessed a powerful evolution of the organization– as we began to 
realize that the processes of ABI would not only inform our programming agenda, but the ways in 
which we creatively and strategically moved forward as a professional public gallery and centre for the 
arts. 
 
The Creative Residency program, first started in 2014, was spearheaded out of a desire to provide 
extended research opportunities for artists and curators and to enact sustained forms of engagement 
(and relational exchange) between these professional practitioners and the Comox Valley community. 
This was a program identified through our visioning and community consultation processes as having 
potential to substantially extend the impact of our programming – by affording an increased number of 
opportunities for our local community to connect with the tools, processes and philosophies used in 
the making and presentation of the contemporary art exhibitions. Development of this program 
involved the cultivation of a number of community partnerships – including a ‘housing’ partnership 
with the Mcloughlin Gardens Residence and Regional Park and Creekside Commons Co-Housing 
community – two venues offering temporary live/work space for visiting artists, along with a more 
informal relationship with Nakeestla Bed and Breakfast for accommodation; and a ‘production venue’ 
partnership with North Island College’s Fine Art Department – which enables visiting artists access to 
high-level production spaces, shops, video and media technologies for research, production and 
presentation. The birth of the program also involved a modest extension of the Gallery’s technological 
platform – investments were made in our studio space and media gear with an aim to support artistic 
processes requiring access to these resources.  
 
Since the program’s inception in 2014 we have hosted six blocks of creative research and/or 
production residencies. In 2016 we hosted site specific storefront installation work and video 
production by artists George Littlechild (Comox Valley) and Elizabeth Carter (Campbell River) - 
Containment / I Carry Those Most Sacred on My Back / preceded by part I of their collaborative 
installation Bakwine Mescakasa (Soul Hair), 2015-16; and research/production by artists Joanne 
Bristol/Barbara Meneley (Regina) – as part of- MAP: Make / Art / Place, 2016. These residencies have 
enabled the Gallery to develop deepened relationships with professional artists – many of whom are 
working within and through our local community to conduct arts-based research that is meaningful to 
and within this place. 
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Our Publications program was birthed in 2015, and has served to synergistically expand the impact and 
format of our programming. We view publications as tools for dissemination of ideas, dialogue and 
critical exchange through art and artistic process. We also see them as self-contained projects– 
creative expressions that have a unique life, identity and aesthetic impact emerging out of 
artist/gallery initiated concepts and forms. Drawing upon latent skills and knowledge resources in our 
staff team, we set about the process of designing and creating these publications in-house - with 
minimal resources, but significant inspiration and ingenuity. Again we drew on community partners to 
help us in this work – on the North Island College Fine Art Department for printing resources, and on 
the School District 71 Printshop. The publications are conceived of as small open printed editions, 
and are democratically available for free in a digital format on our website, as well as in printed 
format for sale through our gift shop.  
 
Over the past year we have produced two publications in conjunction with exhibitions including: 
Make/Repeat/Alter - a printed matter project featuring contemporary artists Eric Lesage and Janet 
Wang as well as the NIDES fine arts and E.N.T.E.R students; and Renée Poisson’s publication Meeting 
the Ground. As well we produced a series of four printed multiples/take aways comprising Justin 
Langlois’s exhibition Affirmations, Or Otherwise.  
 
Publications have been well-received within our own community and beyond. They have raised profile 
and awareness around the work being accomplished by artists through the gallery, and have increased 
the Gallery’s national profile.  
 
Internships/Mentorships comprise the third ‘new program’ at the gallery. While we have been hosting 
paid internships and co-ops for some time, this year we dramatically increased the number of 
internships, and also began crafting a process of learning and engagement. Internships are used to 
develop skills and knowledge-domains in areas that are under-resourced, and for which inadequate 
sources of training and mentorship (within our rural/remote part of the world) exist. Interns are valued 
as creative players on our staff team, and as agents of innovation and strategic change. The 
relationship between the gallery, curator and interns working within a professional artistic 
programming context is highly collaborative and relational –interns are brought into contact with not 
only the working machinery of the Gallery and professional practicing artists, but also with the 
themes, ideas and debates that permeate and emerge from the projects.  
 
These three programs (Creative Residency, Publication and Internships), woven together, have 
fostered powerful and synergistic mobilizations of arts-based inquiry. Together, they help to produce 
within the organization a dynamic, rich and creative learning environment, where cross-pollination of 
ideas, thinking outside the box and creative exploration have become drivers of organizational culture. 
The benefits that stem from this kind of interconnectivity between our engagement and artistic 
programs have been nothing short of remarkable, and have created significant vibrancy within our 
organization and intersecting communities. These programs have generated a strong base of support, 
and resulted in sustained and meaningful art-based explorations that resonate within our community 
and beyond.  



 
CVAG 2016 ANNUAL REPORT, PAGE 8 
 

 
2016 Programming Summary 
 
The 2016 artistic programming year was comprised of five professional presentation thematic blocks, 
one of which included an education/outreach exhibition featuring fine arts graduates combined with 
extension programming and activations. A sixth cluster was our Winter Program, which consisted of the 
annual Craft Fair, a window project, student exhibitions and community make art projects. Throughout 
2016, the Gallery worked towards deepening the level of presentation and quality of conversation 
occurring through a variety of programming initiatives including:  
 
January - March, 2016. We began our 2016 program with Renée Poisson’s multifaceted installation 
project Meeting the Ground which explored the diverse movements towards death.  This 
interdisciplinary project brought new communities together through embedded research and 
participatory engagement. During a month-long artist residency leading up to the exhibition, the artist 
workshopped a collaborative performance on-site with nine artists/bodywork practitioners - exploring 
‘intentional falling.’ The interdisciplinary program combined an installation project comprised of 
sculpture, robotics, printed matter, four video components and a soundscape on the plaza.  A 40-page 
full-colour hand-bound publication was produced as a printed edition of 100 and as a free e-publication 
available on CVAG’s website. As part of our outreach initiatives, North Island College/Emily Carr 
University hosted an artist talk, providing entry points for participation in the research and 
performance components of the project. Learning centres, school groups and the general public were 
invited to participate in a falling research project and in our community make art project and 
community space exhibition “falling: a response.”  Thematically connected workshops designed for 
adults and school age groups were facilitated on site in the exhibition space by Margo Mcloughlin – 
educator, writer and meditation teacher.   
 
During the artistic residency, and throughout the run of the six-week show, Renée inhabited the 
gallery as a means of extending and deepening her engagement – working between visual art, media 
art and movement practices. The project closed with a final performance and book launch.  
 
March - April, 2016.  MAKE/REPEAT/ALTER – was a thematic program that looked at how creative 
practice is sustained and expanded through the interwoven processes of making, repeating and 
altering. Featured projects included Eric Lesage’s (Southern Gulf Islands) Re:Definition and Janet 
Wang’s (Vancouver) The Spectacle of the Walls -installations in CVAG’s contemporary gallery 
environments. Concurrently in the Community Space and the George Sawchuk Room students from 
North Island Distance Education Society (NIDES) and E.N.T.E.R. programs presented thematically 
responsive collaborative projects including handmade objects, 3-d printed objects, time-based video 
and audio interpretations, performances and kinetic sculpture.  The concurrence of these diverse 
projects provided a receptive space for considering cultural relationships to made objects and maker 
technology. The artists presented a talk as part of the opening night events, during which time Eric 
engaged the audience in in the next stage of his project – inviting a full house to simultaneously  ‘read’ 
his woven dictionary installation work for a live recording. Eric collaborated with the gallery on the 
design of the hand-woven cover for the publication that resulted from this thematic program.  

May, 2016 – PHENOMENOLOGY was a community outreach initiative comprised of a group exhibition, 
artist talk and community make art project.  The exhibition featured work by the graduating class of 
Emily Carr University at North Island College including: Kelly Davidson  Lori Kenney, Anita Lawrence,  
Denise Lawson, Jeanne MacGrotty,  Frances Semple and Trish Smith. Exploring the notion of 
phenomenology, the emerging artists responded to socioeconomic, relational and cultural 
environmental experiences through a diverse range of immersive approaches to material processes. 
The phenomena surrounding environmental social juxtapositions, cultural interventions and 
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expressions of community were explored through a wide range of media including sound, painting, 
collage, text, sculpture, ceramic and video. EMERGENT EARLY LEARNERS was a thematically connected 
exhibition in CVAG’s community space featuring material and conceptual arts-based research by 
Roseberry Preschool and Saltwater Preschool classes. Roseberry Preschool’s projects focused on flight, 
space, identity and relationships, accompanied by extensive documentation, gathered throughout the 
year. Saltwater preschool showed a large collection of colour field paintings interwoven with 
collaborative felted wall hangings.  
 
June, 2016 SOONER OR LATER – was a Community Outreach project that examined diverse 
representations of contemporary self-portraiture in all media.  Produced by CVAG in partnership with 
the Comox Valley Community Arts Council and Elevate the Arts, Sooner or Later was comprised of a 
thematic show, community make art stations, and readings/performances. 93 artists participated in 
the contemporary gallery exhibition, 8 local school groups and the general public created over 500 
works for the concurrent community make art project and exhibition. A 130 page digital e-program is 
available for free on CVAG’s website, capturing the community spirit of this project.  
 
July - September, 2016. MAP summer program; October - November, 2016. MAP fall program 
MAP: make / art / place was a convergent interdisciplinary program centred on the ideas and politics 
of place and the potential for dialogue through concurrence.  Exhibitions, live art and screening 
events, site-responsive projects, artist talks, research residencies, a three-day symposium, 
collaborations and workshops comprised the program.  This multifaceted project invited 
experimentation, gathering and sharing of ideas between diverse communities about sustainable ways 
of inhabiting, approaching, occupying and representing place. 
 
MAP Summer Program included artists Joanne Bristol and Barbara Meneley (Regina) and Clive Powsey 
(Comox Valley), engaged in creative residencies, artist talks and community engagement workshops. 
The summer MAP exhibition showcased visual and media art work that looked at diverse relationships 
to the environment, by each of the three artists, including: Unmapping the Last Best West by Barbara 
Meneley, Untitled (Sweepers) by Joanne Bristol, and Terrain Traps and Other Deslightful Terrors by 
Clive Powsey.  An impactful First Nations program explored reclamation, healing practices, natural 
resources and environmental impacts, place naming and reconciliation.  Artist projects and events 
included Site Visits: Place-Based Works facilitated by Andy Everson (Placenaming Project) and Karver 
Everson (Reclamation Pole Project), Map: Video / Performance Program featuring George Littlechild’s 
premier video screening I Carry Those Most Sacred on My Back (Comox Valley), Liz Carter’s 
multichannel video installation (Containment) in downtown storefronts Campbell River, and Speaking 
Outside video performance program on the CVAG plaza, curated by Toby Lawrence (Kelowna/Gabriola 
Island) featuring Steven Thomas Davies’ video Written in My Blood and Lindsay Katsitsakatste’s premier 
video/performance Bondage (Victoria).  
 
The MAP program was infused and deepened through a rigorous three-day symposium Where is Here? 
Cultural Mapping, that brought together 25 diverse presenters including MAP artists/guest curators, 
researchers and small city planners involved in cultural mapping and placemaking. Partners included 
Vancouver Island University / Simon Fraser University / North Island College Fine Arts Department / 
City of Courtenay / Downtown Business Improvement Association / #WeAreYQQ / Mcloughlin Gardens 
Residence and Regional Park.  
 
The 2016 MAP Fall Program features exhibitions, artist talks and workshops exploring placemaking and 
identity.  Justin Langlois’ (Vancouver) project Affirmations, or Otherwise was an interactive text-based 
installation that examined the space between official information and vernacular understandings, as 
we map and unmap “place”. Sandra Semchuk’s (Vancouver) project The Stories Were Not Told 
comprised extensive photo, text and video documentation that reflected on the impact of Canadian 
WW1 internment camps on Ukrainian prisoners and their descendants. Sandra  facilitated two powerful 
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community explorations of resilience through a public make art project at CVAG and off site with a 
grade 5-7 learning group at Queenesh Elementary School.    
 
Expanding on the thread of compassion, collaborative team Amelia Epp and Bronwen Payerle delivered 
Imprinted Relationships, a public Make Art Project Workshop that examined the physical, emotional 
and aesthetic materiality of relationships of care.  
 
MAP: Witness / Document / Collect and MAP: Dimensions of the Season – were two consecutive 
community Make Art Projects housed in CVAG’s community space gallery during the summer and fall 
MAP program and throughout the Winter program (concurrent with the Craft Fair).  Part 1 featured 
documentation from artists, writers, collectives and groups, which explored variations on mapping 
practice and visual interpretations of place.  The project began with a visual dialogue in relation to 
understandings of the Comox Valley, First Nations Territory and satellite artistic research locations 
where interconnected projects are taking place. The large-scale maps, made directly on the walls of 
the community space, identified the locations, boundaries, migration behaviours and pathways of 
mapped experience and terrain being explored through this thematic intersection.  Part 2 provided a 
jumping off point for thinking about the many ways in which we experience this season of celebration. 
This accumulative community MAP project expanded over a six-month period. 
 
Documentation as a form of witness practice, comprised of images, texts, symbols and objects was 
embedded in the space in relation to the paths and places identified by the maps, place names and 
images articulated on the community space walls.  
 
November – December 2016 was comprised of a Winter Program featuring the works of 60+ artists in 
the 42 annual Craft Fair, and an interactive community engagement Window Project entitled Hands 
On, facilited by our student interns Jessie Zelko and Lukas Roy.  Activation of the Winter Program 
included ongoing Make Art Project stations and workshops (Hand On, All In) which were facilitated by 
student interns and the 3rd annual Make Art Project: Collage Party, facilitated by Sonya Stastny. 
 
 
2017 Outline 
Moving into the 2017 programming year, CVAG continues to pursue high-level creative direction 
through curatorial programming and engagement – making every attempt possible to ‘ripple’ our 
programming out into the broader community through comprehensive extensions that link with and 
make widely relevant our exhibition series – including artist talks, community-engaged arts-production, 
education and outreach programming, creative residencies and symposia.  
 
January - February, 2017. Neil McClelland and Jeroen Witvliet (Victoria/Netherlands) exhibited a 
joint project entitled The Perfect Nowhere: All Tomorrow’s Parties, expressing shifting interpretations 
of global issues around collapsing social, ecological and technical constructs and systems. The project 
took shape as an extensive exhibition of new works including large scale paintings, paired with a site-
responsive window gallery installation and artist talks.  The Make Art Project involved a local walk, 
discussion and image-based response about felt perceptions/experiences of our local environment 
combined with observations of the artwork in the gallery. 35 participants attended the workshop. 
Admission, as with all Make Art Project workshops was by donation, with an emphasis on barrier free, 
all ages/levels inclusion. The artists gave a talk as part of the opening events and at North Island 
College. 
 
March - April, 2017. Collaborative artists/writers/curators Vida Simon and Jack Stanley (Montreal) 
created a new work Carried Away, comprised of a month-long creative residency followed by a 
durational performance-installation in the gallery, an artist talk, a community make art project and a 
parallel exhibition of artwork by local learning groups exploring collaboration and extended 
writing/drawing practice. Carried Away investigated the relational dynamics of art and the everyday, 
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incorporating live drawing, live writing and improvisation. Creekside Commons Housing Coop partnered 
with the gallery to facilitate the housing portion of the project as well as opportunities for the artists 
to produce work in response to the outdoor environments surrounding the coop and to use the common 
house space to engage with a broad range of multigenerational residents. The artists facilitated a 
community Make Art Project exploring community collaboration and material processes. 40+ people 
attended the workshop. The artists gave a talk at North Island College, which bridged communities and 
promotion for this program.  A hybrid publication will be created - following the development, 
presentation and interactions created throughout the residency. 
 
May - June, 2017. Ted Gooden Cornelia Hoogland (Comox Valley) will collaborate on a presentation of 
“the book of changes: notes and gestures.”  This new collaborative work, comprised of 64 small scale 
figurative sculptures,  64 poems and audio recordings, derived from interpretations of the IChing, will 
be extended through an artist talk/poetry reading and community Make Art Project event.  This 
program opens with Elevate the Arts, as a means of extending participation across community events.  
Image to Text to Image is a community outreach initiative comprised of an exhibition and produced by 
CVAG in partnership with the Community Arts Council.  The thematic extends across community events 
through partnership with Elevate the Arts, by which the gallery provides space resources to infuse the 
programs.   
 
June - July, 2017. CVAG will host the second annual Creative Residency Summer Intensive, in 
partnership with North Island College Fine Arts Department (production space/equipment) and The 
Mcloughlin Gardens Residence and Regional Park (accommodation and studio space).  Creaturings: 
Interspecies Relations serves as the thematic starting point for this residency – the results of which will 
be presented as part of CALL OUT, a series of live art events and exhibitions planned for the summer 
of 2018.  
 
Interdisciplinary artist Rita McKeough (Calgary) will participate in the creative residency to develop a 
new installation/performance project. Concurrent with her residency, from July - September, 2017, 
CVAG will present a new version of her interdisciplinary exhibition Veins, an ambitious interactive 
installation that makes visible a sense of unease related to the ongoing planning and construction of 
the oil and gas pipelines developed across a fragile and vulnerable landscape. Veins employs humour, 
performance, electronics, kinetics and audio to choreograph diverse forms of communication, 
imbedded in nature and new technology.  Veins looks broadly at the sheer complications, 
multiplications and furtherance of the risks we take, and simultaneously at the role of the artist in 
making visible the questioning of these processes.  An artist talk occurred during March of 2017 to 
create linkages with the fine arts students and staff and community as a whole in preparation for the 
project.  Rita McKeough has been working as an interdisciplinary artist for over thirty years and was 
recently awarded a Governor General Award in Visual and Media Arts.  She is known for her extensive 
and complex projects, often involving rigorous collaborative efforts, that deeply investigate issues such 
as displacement, domestic abuse and ecological damage. 
 
Renee Sills (Portland) will participate in a two-week intensive, as part of the  2017 residency to 
develop and present a public sound walk in the comox valley.  Renee Sills is a socially engaged 
performance artist whose chosen media includes entrepreneurship, expanded therapeutic 
practices, astrology, pedagogy, ritual, online forums, soundscape, video, dance, and writing. She 
regularly presents in small workshops and intimate gatherings as well as online.  Joanne Bristol 
(Regina) will return to present the results of her summer 2017 residency as an outreach project 
comprised of a public performance and writing workshop  “writing interspecies relations.” Susan Mills 
(Saskatoon, Halifax, New York), master bookbinder, teacher, community activist and artist will 
participate in the residency to develop a community collaboration project, as an extension of her 
ongoing UnCommon pages project. This project began in 2014 when Susan worked with a community 
group to harvest phragmites, an invasive species found at FreshKills Park in NY. For this project she 
will bring community together using the shifu process of spinning and weaving cloth from discarded 
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paper products.  Using discards as a platform for discussion, Susan shifts focus away from consumption 
and towards integration. Susan will also offer a workshop in handbound artist-books, in which 
participants will exchange content to produce a collective edition.  
 
October - November, 2017. Reciprocity: a First Nations program of exhibitions, relational gatherings 
and strategies of collaboration.  
 
France Trépanier (Victoria), artist, curator, indigenous educator and researcher of Kanien’kéha:ka and 
French ancestry will present Offerings / Offrandes, a collaborative multimedia installation exploring 
the meaning of gifting and offering. The project proposes an opportunity for artists and community 
members to collaborate and create a unique artwork that is continually evolving. The installation has 
three components including:  the LONGHOUSE - a sculptural central element representing a form of 
aboriginal architectural that speaks to nomadism, protection and traditional land.  Housed within the 
LONGHOUSE are two single channel video projections depicting time-lapsed versions of the sky over a 
24-hour period are metaphors for indigenous cosmology – connecting the sky to the land as reminder of 
the interrelatedness of all things. The OFFERINGS/OFFRANDES WEBSITE serves as a receptacle and 
guardian of documented images, sounds and words, and also provides an opportunity for the public to 
upload offerings. THE PERFORMATIVE RITUALS define the uniqueness of the project reflected by the 
communities that host the project.  A creative residency takes place before the exhibition, during 
which time France reaches out to the local community and invites/curates four guest artists from 
different cultural backgrounds to conceive a performative ritual of offering to be included in the 
project. The performers are photographed and their images presented as part of the installation, 
bearing witness to the integration of the collaborative project.  
 
December 2017 – Winter Program TBA 
   
Strategic Plan – Strengthening our Commitment to Arts-Based Inquiry 
 
One of the key projects taken on by the staff and Board this past year is the development of a new 
Strategic Plan. We wish to honour all of the community members who contributed ideas and insight in 
this initiative. The Strategic Plan places front-and-centre the concept of ‘arts-based inquiry’. Our goal 
is to explicitly give a name – and strengthen our commitment – to a concept that has motivated the 
Gallery since its inception. Arts-based inquiry recognizes the power of art to open new ways of seeing, 
understanding and ‘being in’ the world; and recognizes artists as ‘explorers’ – testing out new 
possibilities and realities through their work.  
The strategic plan includes five key goals: 

1. To develop and produce a program of exhibitions and activities that strengthen the Gallery’s 
role as a nexus for arts-based inquiry 

2. To Increase the Gallery’s presence as a cultural hub 
3. To increase community relevance and engagement 
4. To support our mandate by ensuring the necessary resources (people, places and money) are 

available, and 
5. To strengthen governance frameworks 

The Strategic Plan is seen as a living document. The Board intends to continually assess its 
implementation against performance goals, and to make adjustments if and when appropriate. To that 
end, feedback from the community will always be appreciated. 
 
Acknowledgements 
The City of Courtenay is a major funder and partner of the Comox Valley Art Gallery. We work closely 
with the staff at City Hall and want to express our deep respect for Randy Wiwchar, the city’s 
longstanding Director of Community Services. Randy retired toward the end of 2015, and passed away 
in 2016. We will miss him terribly.  
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We welcome, and are grateful to be working with, Randy’s replacement Dave Snider, as well as with 
Joy Chan – with whom we have worked for many years. 
 
At the Gallery, we have a keen affection and total respect for the students who have worked with us 
this past year – Denise, Tesla, Marlee, Cassidy, Jessie. We are wowed by their capacity to pick up skills 
in a fast-paced, constantly-changing environment. 
 
We want to thank our Youth Media Project team, including Krista Tupper, Dan Peruzzo, Lisa Petrunia 
and all the participants whom made the project another outstanding success. 
We thank the part time staff and the contractors, including Sue Pyper, Sue Baldwin, Lorna Locke, 
Patricia Lowe, Karen Provost, Carrie Tannant, Eric LeSage, Kirsten Humphries (our bookkeeper), and 
Stuart Barry (our accountant).  
 
We took significant strides in 2016 to continue with our space upgrade project. This could not have 
been achieved without the support of Kevin Travland, Theo Paponikolaou, Alun Macanulty and Tom 
Severson. Our documentation was further strengthened by Alun Macanulty. 
 
Finally, we thank the Board of Directors.  
 
We especially thank former president John Powell, who has served in this role for almost 2 years. We 
welcome Jasmin Badrin as our incoming President. 
 
Summary 
 
As a whole, CVAG’S 2016 programming fostered deep levels of meaningful discourse through strategic 
and thematic intersection of the work of professional artists, and through widespread community 
engagement within this discourse. Engagement occurred both through our regular extensions – 
including artist-talks and make-art projects, workshops, etc. It also occurred through creative 
residencies. Through depth of programming activity, we will continue to solidify CVAG’s public art 
gallery role and mandate. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Sharon Karsten, Executive Director 

Angela Somerset, Curator/Program Director 
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2016 Shop Manager’s Report  
 
Looking	 back	 on	 2016,	 continuing	 global	 economic	 uncertainty	 and	 a	 downturn	 in	 the	 Canadian	
economy,	due	to	forest	fires	in	Fort	McMurray	AB,	played	a	role	in	slightly	lower	annual	sales	figures	for	
the	Comox	Valley	Art	Gallery	 (CVAG)	Gift	 Shop.	Higher	 than	projected	annual	 costs	 included	updating	
POS	technology	and	Till	receipt	printer,	as	well	as	new	card	racks	for	the	shop	and	display	units	for	the	
Christmas	Craft	 Fair.	 These	 items	have	 increased	 staff	 efficiency	and	will	 provide	 long-term	benefit	 to	
Shop	operations.		
	
As	 the	 first	 point	 of	 contact	 for	many	 visitors	 to	 CVAG,	 Gift	 Shop	 staff	 and	 volunteers	 engaged	with	
customers	 and	 visitors	 from	 all	 over	 the	 world,	 promoting	 artwork	 in	 the	 shop	 as	 well	 as	 sharing	
information	about	gallery	exhibitions,	and	served	as	informal	tourism	ambassadors	for	the	Comox	Valley.		
	
CVAG’s	 two	 permanent	 part-time	 Shop	 staff	 work	with	 regular	 and	 seasonal	 volunteers	who	 support	
day-to-day	 sales,	 customer	 service,	 inventory	 and	 shop	 maintenance.	 Staff	 and	 volunteers	 maintain	
CVAG’s	membership	database	and	process	ticket	sales	for	the	popular	Fall	and	Winter	TIFF	Film	Series.	
	
The	 largest	 single	 fundraiser	 for	 CVAG	 is	 the	 annual	 Christmas	 Craft	 Fair.	 In	 2016,	 the	 Christmas	 Fair	
included	the	work	of	approximately	65	artists	and	artisans.	From	set-up	to	take	down	and	throughout	
five	 weeks	 of	 operation,	 the	 fair	 was	 supported	 by	 more	 than	 400	 volunteer	 hours.	 A	 streamlined	
contemporary	Christmas	display	allowed	 space	 for	 artist	demonstrations	and	musical	 performances	 in	
conjunction	with	CVAG’s	winter	exhibition	programme.	Visitors	and	customers	appreciated	 the	variety	
and	quality	of	artwork	and	comfortable	ambience	of	the	fair.	
	
As	Gift	Shop	Manager	for	the	past	six	years,	I	would	like	to	thank	the	CVAG	staff	and	Board	of	Directors,	
the	artists	and	artisans	who	trust	us	with	their	work,	the	customers	and	visitors	who	support	the	work	
that	we	do,	and	the	dedicated	volunteers	who	give	so	generously	of	their	time.			
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
Rhonda	Burden	
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2016 PROGRAMMING 
COMOX VALLEY ART GALLERY 

 
 
PROGRAM: MEETING THE GROUND, January 22 2016 — March 4 2016 
 

Contemporary Gallery Exhibition: MEETING THE GROUND, Renée Poisson (Comox Valley) 
 

Community Space Exhibition: FALLING, Local School Groups 
 
Convergent Thematic Programming:  

• Art Opening/Artist Talk/ Performance We Rise, We Fall, Jan 22 
• Workshops facilitated by Margo McLoughlin — Meeting the Ground of Life and 

Death, Jan 31; Storytelling and Mindfulness, Feb 01 + 29 ; Dancing With the 
Messenger, CVAG gallery, Feb 28  

• MAKE ART Project Community Workshop—Meeting the Ground, CVAG gallery, Feb 
6 

• Publication preview and closing Performance “We Rise, We Fall” Mar 05 
• PUBLICATION: MEETING THE GROUND edition of 100 printed + digital ebook 

   
PROGRAM: MAKE/REPEAT/ALTER, March 18 - April 16 2016 
 

Contemporary Gallery Exhibitions: THE SPECTACLE OF THE WALLS, Janet Wang 
(Vancouver); EXHIBITION: RE:DEFINITION, Eric Lesage (Southern Gulf Islands) 
 
Community Space / George Sawchuk Room exhibition: MAKE/REPEAT/ALTER: A 
COMMUNITY RESPONSE, Navigate NIDES FAE (Fine Arts Ecademy) + E.N.T.E.R. (ECademy 
of New Technology Engineering and Robotics) Programs 

 
Convergent Thematic Programming:  

• Art Opening/ Artist Talk, Mar 18 
• MAKE ART PROJECT Community Engagement—processes embedded in exhibitions 
• PUBLICATION: MAKE/ REPEAT/ ALTER edition 100 + digital ebook 

 
PROGRAM: EMERGENT PRACTICE, April 30 - May 21 2016 
 

Contemporary Gallery Exhibition: PHENOMENOLOGY, Kelly Davidson, Lori Kenney Anita 
Lawrence, Denise Lawson, Jeanne MacGrotty, Frances Semple, Trish Smith 
Community Space Exhibition: EMERGENT EARLY LEARNERS, Roseberry Preschool / 
Saltwater Preschool  

 
Convergent Thematic Programming:  

• Art Opening and Artist Talk, April 30 
• MAKE ART PROJECT Community Workshop, Self-portraiture, CVAG gallery, May 7 
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PROGRAM: SOONER OR LATER, June 1 – June 30 2016 
 

Contemporary Gallery Exhibition: SOONER OR LATER: CONTEMPORARY SELF- 
PORTRAITURE, Community Outreach Project in partnership with the Comox Valley Arts 
Council, 93 artist participants 

   
Community Space Exhibition: SOONER OR LATER: ANYONE AND EVERYONE MAKE ART 
PROJECT Community Make Art Project and exhibition, with contributions from 8 local 
schools and the general public  

 
Convergent Thematic Programming:  

• Art Opening, June 03 
• MAKE ART Project Community Workshop, self-portraiture, CVAG gallery, June 04 
• WOMEN AND WORDS, Elevate the Arts programming on-site, June 02 
• Elevate the Arts Black Box Theatre and Poetry Readings, June 03 
• PRINTED MATTER: Sooner or Later e-pub 

 
PROGRAM: MAP: MAKE / ART / PLACE SUMMER PROGRAM, July 12 - Sept 17 2016 
 

Contemporary Gallery Exhibitions: UNMAPPING THE LAST BEST WEST, Barbara Meneley; 
UNTITLED (SWEEPERS), Joanne Bristol; TERRAIN TRAPS AND OTHER DELIGHTFUL 
TERRORS, Clive Powsey 
 
Contemporary Gallery video program: MAP single channel video program, George 
Littlechild, Liz Carter, Steven Thomas Davies, Lindsay Delaronde 

   
Community Space Exhibition: MAP: MAKE ART PLACE COMMUNITY RESPONSE, 
Community Outreach Project with local participating artists, collectives and 
communities 

  
Convergent Thematic Programming:  

• WHERE IS HERE? CULTURAL MAPPING SYMPOSIUM, Native Sons Hall, Community 
Partners —Vancouver Island University / Simon Fraser University / North Island College 
Fine Arts Department / City of Courtenay / Downtown Business Improvement Association 
/ #WeAreYQQ / Mcloughlin Gardens Residence and Regional Park, July 20 – 22  

• Art Opening and Artist Talk, July 20 
• SITE VISITS: PLACE- BASED WORKS, facilitated by Andy Everson (Place-naming 

Project), Karver Everson (Reclamation Pole Project), July 21 
• MAP Video Screening, Site Installation and Performance Program, George 

Littlechild (I Carry Those Most Sacred on My Back); Liz Carter (Containment); 
Speaking Outside with guest curator Toby Lawrence, showcasing Steven Thomas 
Davies (Written in My Blood), and Lindsay Katsitsakatste Delaronde (Bondage), 
July 23 

• Creative Research Residency: Joanne Bristol and Barbara Meneley, Community 
Partners — NIC Fine Arts Department / Mcloughlin Gardens Residence and Regional 
Park, July 01 – July 30 

• MAKE ART WEDNESDAYS, public drop-in art-making project, August 10, August 
17, on the CVAG Plaza, August 24 
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• MAKE ART PROJECT Community Workshop facilitated by artist-in-residence 
Joanne Bristol, July 13 

• Artist Talk, Joanne Bristol and Barbara Meneley, sponsored by NIC Fine Arts 
Department, July 21 

• TALK, WALK, MAKE, Artist talk and public walk with Clive Powsey, sponsored by 
North Island College Fine Arts department, July 23 

• Printed Matter: MAP program / WHERE IS HERE? SMALL CITIES, DEEP MAPPING, 
SUSTAINABLE FUTURES 

 
 
PROGRAM: MAP: MAKE / ART / PLACE FALL PROGRAM, Oct 01 – Nov 06, 2016 
  

Contemporary Gallery Exhibitions: AFFIRMATIONS, OR OTHERWISE, Justin Langlois; THE 
STORIES WERE NOT TOLD, Sandra Semchuck 

   
Community Space Exhibition: MAP: MAKE ART PLACE COMMUNITY RESPONSE, 
Community Outreach Project with local participating artists, collectives and 
communities 

 
Convergent Thematic Programming:  

• Art Opening and Artist Talk, Oct 15 2016 
• RESILIENCE, MAKE ART PROJECT Community Workshop, facilitated by Sandra 

Semchuk, CVAG Project Room Studio, Oct 15 
• RESILIENCE, MAKE ART PROJECT Community Workshop, facilitated by Sandra 

Semchuk at Queneesh Elementary School with grade 4-6 Montessori classes, Oct 
25 

• IMPRINTED RELATIONSHIPS MAKE ART PROJECT Community Workshop, facilitated 
by Bronwin Payerle and Ameila Epp, Oct 29 

• MAP PUBLICATION, digital e-book in progress 
  
 
PROGRAM: WINTER PROGRAM, Nov 18 – Dec 26, 2016 
 

Contemporary Gallery: 42nd ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR, 60+ artist participants 
 
Community Space Exhibition: MAP: DIMENSIONS OF THE SEASON, COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE, Outreach Project facilitated by CVAG’s Curatorial Intern Denise Lawson, 
with local participating artists, collectives, communities and general public 
 
Window Gallery Exhibition: WINDOW PROJECT: HANDS ON, facilitated by CVAG student 
interns Jessie Zelko and Lukas Roy, with participation by the public and visiting communities 

 
Convergent Thematic Programming:  

• WINTER PROGRAM OPENING EVENTS AND MAKE ART ACTIVATIONS, Nov 18 
• ALL IN, MAKE ART PROJECT Community Workshop (lanterns, collage postcard 

multiples, MAP artwork), throughout CVAG, facilitated by CVAG Staff, Dec 10 
• COLLAGE PARTY, MAKE ART PROJECT Community Workshop, facilitated by Sonya 

Stastny. CVAG Project Room Studio, Nov 26 


